
 
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

India 2015 

Don Szolomayer  *  Bob Jordan  *  Mark Havens  

Upon arrival at Rajiv Gandhi International Airport, Hyderabad, Telangana, India. 
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Prisoners For Christ has had ministry in Hyderabad for more than a decade 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ LƴŘƛŀƴ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘ 5ǊΦ tǊŜƳ wŀƧ ±ŀǊƳŀΦ 5ǊΦ ±ŀǊƳŀΩǎ 

reputation among the poor, the leper, the sick, the orphan, the widow, and 

especially the prisoner is widely known. Over the years he has amassed a 

large team of dedicated ministers, musicians, volunteers, and 

businessmen and works tirelessly in the ministry. 

For this mission to India the team is led by Dr. Bob Jordan, who is 

ministering in Hyderabad for the fifth time, and this is his thirteenth 

foreign missionary campaign. Co-leader is Don Szolomayer, who is 

returning to Hyderabad for the third time, and this is his fifteenth PFC 

foreign campaign. Rounding out the team 

is Mark Havens, who is returning to Hyderabad for the second time, and 

this is his fifth international missions trip. The team is a veteran team and 

well-experienced in PFC ministry, especially to Hyderabad. This is also the 

third time Bob, Don, and Mark have traveled together, having previously 

been together in 2013 in the Philippines and 2014 in Haiti. 

Earlier in the year Bob was impressed by the Spirit of God to focus on the volunteers in India for the 2015 

missions campaign to Hyderabad. Every time before PFC has held its customary volunteer conferences, 

and has canvased much of the region doing prison-wide evangelistic crusades, but this time the Lord was 

leading this mission in another direction. Thought it was not clear why, it was clear that the emphasis 

should be on the volunteer and not traveling far and wide visiting multiple prisons. 

The PFC home office arranges the logistics with our overseas hosts with direction from the American team 

leader. Jill Payne-Holman, Sr. VP of Operations at Prisoners For Christ, worked diligently with Dr. Prem 

Raj, with input from Bob, on the agenda for the missionary campaign. As time developed the schedule 

was established with emphasis on the volunteers and visits scheduled to only four or at the most five 

prisons. Then the Indian Government imposed a 

moratorium on American prison volunteer access 

to the prisons, a first in our history that affected all 

American missionaries. 

An event took place by an American team (in no 

way associated with PFC) that garnered national 

and even international attention that was done 

under illegitimate means, that betrayed a trust to 

the Indian Government, and that had the effect of 

all American ministry being shut down nationwide. 

This occurred on the eve (within three weeks) of our 

scheduled ministry in India.  

Though Dr. Prem Raj is well-known and well-

connected with the senior prison officials of not 

only the local prisons and jails, but also with the 

officials of the State of Telangana and the State of 

Andhra Pradesh, and though he pursued the matter 

diligently and repeatedly and desperately, his 

New State of Telangana is shown with blue border, the un-
bordered white area is the current State of Andhra Pradesh. 

Formerly all of the white area was the State of Andhra Pradesh. 
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requests for access were regretfully denied. Thus PFC would not have any in-prison ministry on this trip. 

It was now even clearer why the Lord was leading Bob and the team in focusing on ministry to the 

volunteer. With no access to the jails or prisons, we would have the time to focus on ministry to the 

volunteers in multiple conferences and targeted gatherings. 

One thing new is the former state of Andhra Pradesh (the 5th largest in India) has divided into two states, 

Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. For now the central government offices in Hyderabad serve as the 

headquarters for both States, but in two years Andhra Pradesh will have its own capital city in its borders. 

Following is what we refer to at Prisoners For Christ as our Block Calendar. It describes the three parts of 

a day in which we schedule events. It also becomes a summary of events as the final Block Calendar is 

always different than the original Block Calendar. 

 

Days 1 and 2 ς Travel  The campaign began as all campaigns begin, with the missionaries meeting at 

SeaTac airport in Seattle, Washington for the journey abroad. Up to this point each missionary has raised 

and/or funded their own campaign expenses, and the team has met for assignments and other 

preparations for the work before them. As always, each campaign member is responsible for the finances 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ !ǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ŘƻƴƻǊs and prayer warriors back home in America who make 

# of Days 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Weekday Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

Date 10/30 10/31 11/1 11/2 11/3 11/4 11/5

Morning
Dept Sea 9:40am 

Em Flt 228
Arr Dubai 10:55am

Church of Chris t 

8am to 9:30am

Church of S India 

9:30am-12:30pm

Breakfast 

Planning 

Meeting, USA 

Team

Cultural Event
Basic Volunteer 

Conference

Advanced 

Volunteer 

Conference

Afternoon Travel

Dept Dubai 

2:50pm Em Flt 

528

Lunch Planning 

Meeting, USA 

and Indian Team

Leper Colony Leper Colony
Basic Volunteer 

Conference

Advanced 

Volunteer 

Conference

Evening Travel
Arr Hyderbad 

7:50pm

Methodist Church

6pm - 8pm

Praise Service at 

home of Dr. 

Prem Raj, 

volunteers

Appt with Prison 

Official

Visit at Sister 

Hoglah's home, 

key Indian 

volunteer

Appt with 

Government 

Official

Hotel- City H yderabad  A nmo l Int ' lH yderabad  A nmo l Int ' lH yderabad  A nmo l Int ' lH yderabad  A nmo l Int ' lH yderabad  A nmo l Int ' lH yderabad  A nmo l Int ' l

# of Days 8 9 10

Weekday Fri Sat Sun

Week 2 11/6 11/7 11/8

Morning Shopping Packing

Dept Dubai 

3:15am Em Flt 

227/Arr Sea 

6:05am

Afternoon
Appt with Prison 

Official

Leadership 

Conference
Travel

Evening
Jesus Calls 

Preaching and

Prayer Service

Depart Hyderbad 

9:20pm Em Flt 

529/Arr Dubai 

11:59pm

Hotel- City H yderabad  A nmo l Int ' lH yderabad  A nmo l Int ' l

Week 1

Week 2
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the campaigns a tangible reality. Any rewards by the Master for any of our missionary campaign 

accomplishments are shared by those who prayed and gave to support the work. 

With enthusiasm, optimism and energy the team left Seattle for the first leg of the trip to India. Our first 

destination city is Dubai in the United Arab Emirates. This is a first for us, a 14-hour flight (the most we 

have done before is perhaps 10 hours). We arrive in Dubai and find our way to the appropriate gate for 

the final flight to Hyderabad. We arrive in Hyderabad and gather our bags and meet with our beloved 

Indian team. Many have come out to greet us, as is the custom in this great city. After warm embraces 

and many photographs, along with the presenting of traditional Indian headgear and garlands, we depart 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΣ ǳƴǇŀŎƪΣ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ƻǳǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ōŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ нп ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΗ 

 

Dr. Prem Raj, daughter Monica, Don, Bob, Mark, Sister Salome, wife of Dr. Prem Raj 

Day 3 ς Churches  As we arrived on Saturday evening we are invited to minister at three churches the 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŀŦŦŀƛǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 5ƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ƻō ŘŜǇŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘe 

opening time of ministry. 

All of the churches we attend on this day are large edifices that are used by many congregations with each 

congregation attending to a specific language and each congregation having its own pastor. In each of 

these churches there is a strong parallel to an American Catholic church. Though there was no statuary, 

there were about everything else that would be associated with a Catholic service. Don was raised as a 

Catholic and pointed out the many similarities. 
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The first service is pastored by the Rev. Yu Daniel. Don shared about PFC and our purpose here, and gave 

Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅΦ  .ƻō ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ IŜŀǊǘōŜŀǘ ƻŦ DƻŘέ ŦǊƻƳ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ нрΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ нлл ƛƴ 

attendance.  

The second service is pastored by Rev. Mani Nadava. Again Don shared his testimony and Bob preached 

ƻƴ ά/ƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ CƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎέ ŦǊƻƳ Ephesians 4 and Colossians 2. There were more than 100 in attendance, 

and afterward there was an excellent Indian breakfast served at the church. It was a blessed time indeed. 

The third service is pastored by Rev. Mathu John and associate pastor Rev. Christopher. It is nighttime 

ƴƻǿΦ aŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ .ƻō ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ά.ŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ DƻŘέ ŦǊƻƳ IŜōǊŜǿǎ пΦ 
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Bob has spoken over the phone with Rev. John and Dr. Prem Raj earlier in the week and all men were 

eagerly anticipating meeting the others. It was a wonderful time together. 

The preaching took between 30 and 40 minutes in each service. All three churches have elevated pulpits 

that had to be climbed into without much wiggle room! In the second and third services we participated 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ¢ŀōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ 

when we can come back, and we were invited back at all three churches. 

Between the morning services and the evening services the American team met with Dr. Prem Raj to 

discuss the campaign. It is confirmed that we cannot enter the prisons. The will of the Lord be done. We 

have been prepared for this by the Holy Spirit. We also have a veteran team, a team that is prepared for 

this. Had we had new persons on the trip it could have been a major disappointment for them to not 

access the prisons. God knoweth. It is always our goal to have an open heart, and open mind, and walk 

through open doors. God has a plan for this campaign, and we follow His leading. 

After the last church service, and after visiting, Enoch (son of Dr. Prem Raj and a real favorite with the PFC 

ǘŜŀƳ ŀǎ ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǘǳƴǘ ŘǊƛǾŜr, newly married, a sharp businessperson, and an all around great kid) and the 

three Americans head out to a late dinner. The place we go to is in a rough part of town, looks very worn 

out from the outside, has slow service and zero atmosphere, but the fooŘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻƴǎ ƻŦ 

it and we order soft drinks and the bill for the four of us come to $12 total (less than 800 rupees). 

  

Rev. Christopher 

Rev. John Dr. Prem Raj 
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Day 4 ς Leper Colony  We arrange to meet and visit a very large leper colony. This is the colony we visited 

three years ago, at night. Today we visit during daylight hours. A leper colony has many persons living in 

it not affected by leprosy, but have family members that are. Also, there are children, none of whom are 

afflicted with leprosy. Bob as always carries hard candies with him and passes out candies to the children, 

to their delight and the delight of their mothers and fathers. 

Because we are a prison ministry we seek to focus our attention on prison ministry matters, such as 

evangelistic campaigns inside the prisons, bringing humanitarian aid to the prisons, and training and 

equipping our volunteers. Yet we often make room for one or perhaps two non-prison ministry events, 

such as visiting orphanages, visiting churches, visiting displaced persons due to flooding or other matter 

and providing foodstuffs. For this campaign, along with the church services we choose one event, and that 

event was the leper colony. 

The Holy Spirit awoke Mark early in the morning today and ministered to him a message for the lepers. 

As the American team gathered in the morning we discussed the ministry plan for the day. Mark shares 

what the Lord did earlier in the morning, and the team agrees that Mark will bring the main message at 

the leper colony, with Don as emcee. We arrive and perhaps 60 persons gathered to sing and hear the 

ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ aŀǊƪ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άaŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŀŘŀǊŜƴŜǎέ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜ ƳŜǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 

right mind, and afflicted, and separated from his family. Mark shared the message of how the man came 

into his right mind after receiving Christ Jesus, and how he want to go with Jesus, but Jesus had him stay 

ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǎǘƛŦȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎΦ aŀǊƪ ƛƴǘŜǊǿƻǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

many here would serve God in their community, just as the man in the Gospel of Mark chapter 5.  

 


